
St. Malachi Parish Council Meeting Minutes: June 26, 2016 
 

Attendance: Jim Bishop, Norm Bringman, Kevin Burke, Chris Dusek, Curtis Hendzell, Heather 

Gerheim- Gladden, Meg Kilbane-Barbalics, Jackie Krejci, Mary McNamara, Pat Masterson, 

Antoinette Robinson, Bernie Santana, Nancy Saegel, Fr. Tony Schuerger, Judy Slivka, Linda Wilson 

Welcome to Nancy Bistak, Leo Bistak, Marianne Kerr. Thank you for service to outgoing members 

Antoinette Robinson, Bernie Santana 

 

Education: Deacon Leo Bistak spoke regarding Evangelization. Evangelization is all-encompassing. 

We need to share the good news of Jesus and God. Vatican II brought awareness of this need. Implicit 

evangelization consists of doing good for others but not saying who we are, not speaking of faith. We 

do a lot of this. Explicit evangelization consists of sharing that you are doing this in the name of Jesus 

& the church. New evangelization: looking at who we are as a faith community. Inviting more people 

to share our faith. We need a sense of joy & appreciation of who we are. How welcoming are we? 

Families doing welcoming at Mass is a good way to begin. Do we have a caucasian parish & blacks 

outside our church? We need to be explicit in reaching out and sharing our relationship with Jesus.  

 

Discussion and Decisions: 
Finance Council’s 2017 fiscal year operating budget was presented; budget was affirmed by consensus. 

 

Agreed to use discernment as a process for July 10 Council leadership selection meeting. 

 

Proposed Parish Council Revised Guidelines data points were reviewed and a brief explanation of the 

need for change from the Organizational Structure Task Force.  

Major revisions: * Council members are to be fully initiated Catholics. * Reduce size of Council to 12 

members (from 22 members) to be more effective in size and better represent the size of our parish. * 

Change Council composition to all-elected members.  * Updated and expanded Council member 

election process. Post Council Minutes/Agenda on St. Malachi website. * Focused on decision-making 

via consensus, and in major issues, discernment.  * Removed voting option to encourage consensus.  * 

Elaborated on parishioner participation in Council meetings. * Changed Organizational chart to reflect 

our mission statement  *Changed Organizational Chart structure from Council → Commissions → 

ministries/groups to Council → ministries/committees/groups  * Added Biannual Meeting with 

Leadership of Parish Ministries/groups * Expanded Secretary responsibilities in parish votes  * Added 

ability to make minor changes to Parish Council Guidelines by vote of Council (i.e. grammatical 

errors, new methods of nominating)                                                                            

Council received these Guidelines previously; the Task Force received no comments or feedback from 

Council. It was suggested we have a special parish meeting to discuss and then a vote by the parish to 

approve the substitute Guidelines. Thanks to the Task Force for all their work. Parish Council needs 

to determine implementation of new document and plan how to do this. Continue discussion in July  

 

Annual Meeting Feedback Summary: shared with the deficit reduction task force. Full summary is 

on google drive.  

Task Force Reports: Organizational Structure Task force is planning for Grant Writing. 

Commission Reports: 

Spiritual Development 
Evening Speaker Series: Two evenings of presentation and reflection: Wednesday Prayer Praying with 

St. Teresa of Avila, Taizé, Bridges to Contemplative Living, Eucharistic Adoration. Rediscovering 

Sunday Morning: Chris is considering a fourth Sunday prayer topic. 



Male Spirit:  Fr. Richard Rohr webcast – well attended, will continue in 2017. Men’s Activities - well 

attended, will continue in 2017. Women’s in planning stages for 2017 

Pentecost Fest: Wednesday May 31, 2017, Laudato Si’: Collaborative effort of prayer, education and 

action with the social action commission, partner parishes and other neighborhood churches. Next 

meeting: Wednesday July 27 at St. Paul’s Community Church, 4427 Franklin Blvd. Prayer/Education 

event: Tuesday or Wednesday Oct. 4 or Oct. 5, celebrating the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.  

Liturgy 
Four new Communion Ministers participated in Diocesan training sessions in May; will be 

commissioned and scheduled as soon as possible 

Re: scheduling of liturgical ministers (E.M.’s and Lectors) is a work in progress. One person (Joe 

Wegryznowski) will manage paperwork & communication of the schedule for all three Masses. Gladys 

Smith and Terry Jungquist will still schedule  4:30PM and 9 AM respectively. 

Use of the Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition, will become mandatory on December 30. 

The July 16-17 weekend before the Republican National Convention (RNC) will bring visitors to St. 

Malachi; we are working to ensure good hospitality in every aspect of the weekend liturgies.  

Enrichment: At the Supper of the Lamb: A Pastoral & Theological Commentary on the Mass, Paul 

Turner.  

Lifelong Faith Formation/ Education  
Parish Retreat is August 5, 6 & 7 at St Leonard’s in Avon. All welcome to be involved 

Grant money received to purchase Theology of the Body curriculum for 2016-17 H.S. Group  

Donation received for new 2-year Confirmation program to be implemented this year 

Grant applied for to wire school for internet access; K-Grade 8 PSR has new video component 

Number of PSR classrooms will be decreased for 2016-17 due to fewer children 

Theology of the Body pilot study group will continue meeting; a second group will begin 

Young Marriage & Family support group being organized for the Fall 

Five catechists continue study for Advanced Catechetical Certification w/ grant money 

Hospitality  
The Parish Picnic is September 9 at the Canal Way picnic area. A new addition to the contract is that 

no amplifiers may be used at events there. Further planning for the picnic will take place at the July 26 

Hospitality Commission meeting at Linda Wilson’s home, 1076 Leedale Ave., Lakewood. 

Discussed working with the Stewardship Commission to host new member get-togethers, (possibly 

dinners) with Fr. Tony, some members of Commissions & perhaps some Parish Council members. 

The volunteer appreciation luncheon will be held October 8. 

The possibility of a Parish Meeting in November was brought up and the involvement of Hospitality 

with that event. Also slated for November is a Ministry Fair. Would Hospitality need to be involved? 

Social Action - Our refugee family is coming. Mary McNamara has more information and will be 

sharing as it becomes available in bulletins and at Masses. 

Pastor’s Report 
Father has completed his assignment as Director of Deacon Formation for the Diocese of Cleveland: “I 

remain pastor of St. Malachi. Bishop Lennon has appointed Deacon David Kushner as full-time 

Director of Permanent Deacon Formation, starting July 1. My appointment as director was for six 

years and the six years are now completed.”  

Shauna Player-Burkes is the new Executive Director of St. Malachi Center. 

On June 16, Bishop Lennon promulgated revised editions of the Policy for the Safety of Children in 

Matters of Sexual Abuse and the Standards of Conduct for Ministry. Both revised documents are 

available on the diocesan website www.dioceseofcleveland.org. The new policies take effect at the end 

of the year; during these next 6 months, all clergy, staffs, schools, and volunteers will be trained in the 

new policies and standards. 

http://www.dioceseofcleveland/

